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This thesis considers the intergenerational equity involved in sustainability. The 
problem of intergenerational equity is whether current generation can choose 
desirable compensation for future generations in very long-run impact of finite 
resources and environmental constraints, even if each generations do not exist 
same time. “Sustainability” has been defined by Brundtland Committee in 1987. 
Although the concept of sustainability became an influential and widely used in the 
environmental policies, it is not obtained academic consensus as its meaning. The 
conventional economics have not enough established the economic norms and 
theory for intergenerational equity, because there are arguments how to compare 
and evaluate welfare among different individuals. 
This thesis considers what desirable economic norm should be applied to 
intergenerational equity in the case of global environmental issues, as exhaustible 
resources, global warming and renewable resources (tropical rain forest in Legal 
Amazon, Brazil). 
 Since the classical economists, Club of Rome and neo-classical economists have 
argued how much constraint of exhaustible resources use in economic growth. I 
shall consider to integrate those arguments and classify the weak and strong 
sustainability for purpose to analysis the inter-temporal distribution.  
Global warming is caused by accumulated of greenhouse gases from present 
economic activity. The problem is how much present generation should keep the 
amount of greenhouse gases under control and compensate the serious damage in 
future. The compensation would be taken the discount rate underlying evaluation 
for future’s welfare. I argue that the discount rate is derived from the more 
fundamental economic norm of equity among generations. 
 Deforestation has been occurred by the economic development in Amazon. The 
development policies underestimate the value of the natural resources for local 
population’s livelihood. I consider the conditions of sustainability to compensate 
for the low income groups with social vulnerability in developing countries.  
